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Analytical Choices Defining the Sacred
In the modern age, globalization, which briefly consists of economics and culture, has become an inevitable trend. With the rapid development in the society and the different cultural communication, numerous controversies have come out. One of the basic examples of the negative influences of cultural globalization is religious conflicts. Generally, it is acknowledged that both Christianity and Buddhism are very old and global religions. However, there has been a spirited debate on the credibility of the beliefs of each of the two religions from their different supporters. Christians believe that Buddha should not be believed because he was just but a shadow. On the other hand, Buddhists believe that Christianity is about superstition and too, should not be believed. Nevertheless, there are notable similarities in the histories, main figures and specific beliefs, among others, in both Christianity and Buddhism and the similarities reveal a lot to us on what it means for a work to be sacred. 
To start with, each of the two religions had a significant individual to show its history. In Buddhism, Siddhartha Gautama plays a significant role. He was a prince of Nepal prior to becoming Buddha. When he became the Buddha, he gained a lot of respect and he was referred to as the spiritual teacher. In addition, he was revered to be the reincarnation of Buddha. On the other hand, in Christianity, Jesus, who is believed to be the son of God, the Supreme Being, was born in Nazareth, in Palestine. He is believed to be spiritual and physiologic manifestation of God. Comparable to Siddhartha, Jesus was termed as the teacher and healer. His birth marked the beginning of the Christian calendar. Focusing on the two main figures in Buddhism and Christianity, it is acknowledged that they really existed and they created a new time period in their respective religions. They both signify the beginning of their religions. Additionally, the two main figures used their abilities and ideologies in helping people who once suffered in their miseries. Due to their high positions and significant effects in their religions, believers in the religions are expected to show high regard to them (Tsai, Felicity and Emma 411). 
Based on the history of both Buddhism and Christianity, it is easy to note that the main figures were Jesus Christ and Siddhartha Gautama. Jesus is the son of God and is believed to have come to initiate the beginning of Christianity because one is believed to have become a Christian after choosing to follow Jesus Christ as the savior of their lives.  Jesus decided not to live a bountiful life in heaven with His father and came, lived on the earth, and later was crucified on the cross because of the sins of people. He was actually moved by the suffering of the people. On the other hand, Siddhartha Gautama was a prince born in a wealthy family. After seeing the suffering of people in the world, he gave up his good lifestyle and chose to endure poverty. He later became the Buddha. Similar to Jesus, Buddha spent the rest of his life teaching people about their spiritual life (Tsai, Felicity and Emma 419). 
Christianity and Buddhism are similar based on various specific beliefs. The two religions encourage taking steps in improving the spiritual wellbeing of their followers. They also have a strong devotional aspect. In addition, although the two may have different approaches to seeking higher spiritual perfection, they both seek greater spiritual perfection. Christianity and Buddhism also believe in transcending the material world. They all believe that real happiness can be achieved from spiritual consciousness (Paz, Félix and Etienne 293). 
 A work is considered sacred if it is worthy of spiritual respect or devotion. In addition, it can also be considered sacred if it can be used in admiration among believers in a given set of spiritual ideas. Based on the similarities between Christianity and Buddhism, the two works can be considered sacred because they encourage the spiritual well being of their followers. The two have set various measures on how one can become spiritual and be able to overcome the issues of life. In Christianity, the set idea is to accept Jesus, and to be born again while in Buddhism, one has to work for his or her liberation. Additionally, Christianity and Buddhism can be considered sacred because they encourage their followers to take steps in improving their spiritual wellbeing. For instance, they both have a strong aspect of devotion which is characterised by faith in Christ and Buddha. 
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